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ABSTRACT

In North East India, a varied number of tribes aoa-tribes live. They have their own distinct cuits, own
social customs, religious beliefs, own languagegn draditional dress, complexes, and social trefide history of
Muslims of Barak Valley is important for a comprabkie history of Assam. From the ancient times, IMusbelieve that
Mosques and Dargahs as religious institutions hacctistomary laws play an important role in Mosgaed Dargahs of
Barak Valley. Customary law is not a judicial lawtlit is also an art of society and local admitistm. The present study
attempts to understand the religious institutiomsttie Barak Valley is a simple Islamic doctrine pgface, equality,
fraternity, and common brotherhood and their dissiplemonstrated in public and practiced in theaia life. Mosques
and Dargahs are religious institutions and custgnmman and materials to accomplish a purposewésknow, when
people live together, social problems arise inietgc The activities of man in society are to beparly organized and
managed. Without proper organization and manageriembuld become difficult for men to live togethélosques and
Dargahs are therefore a necessary activity oficelgyhuman grouping. It is called the technologgadial relationships. It
involves customary law and rational organizationn@n and material. The administrative frameworkvViofsques and
Dargahs of Barak Valley is based on democraticggias. The administration runs by the involvemeithe concerned
committee on democratic setup. Every Mosques angidba has a managing committee to look after &lirafof the
institutions. The committee headed by a PresidedtaaSecretaryto look after all the required a$féar the development

and smooth functioning of the administration.
KEYWORDS:Mosque, Dargah, Barak Valley, Muslim, Managing Cotte®a, Customary Law
INTRODUCTION

Assam is geographically divided into three parts:Bfahmaputra Valley (ii) Barak Valley (iii) Hillyregion
comprising two districts of Borail Range. The Bak&dley is known as south Assam, located in thelsn region of the

Indian state of Assam. The region is named afteBarak River. It consists of three administratiigricts of Assam viz-
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Cachar, Karimganj and Hailakarf@oncerning the historical background of Barak \iglke great Sufi Saint Shah Jalal
Mujarrad arrived at Sylhet in the early 14entury that marks a milestone in the history afdk Valley. Customary law is
seen in existence in the administration and runwihthe Mosques and Dargahs of Barak Valley. Itiferthe basis of
administration and functioning of the Mosques aratdahs of the region of Barak Valley. At the lotealel, it provides
internal regulations for Mosques and Dargahs. leasy to apply customary laws in cases like coremiformation,
inheritance rights and to the land-related questiand source of fund collection and utilizationooflected funds of
Mosques and Dargahs. Customary laws prevailingerMosques and Dargahs of Barak Valley are inexpersd easily
excessive. Customary laws are good as justiceligeded by it without delay and with less expernigginfluence is found
in many areas of functioning of the Mosques andgBlas of Barak Valley. Thus, it plays a crucial roledefining the
powers, functions, and activities of the Mosqued Brargahs of Barak Valley. Customs prevailing ia Mosques and
Dargahs of Barak Valley is ancient and immemairiabrigin, reasonable in nature and continuoussa and certain
among others. These customs are recognized as smjores of law under the Indian legal system ambtitution. The
courts of India have also recognized them as lavihfle Mosques and Dargahs related peoples of Baaliky; their own
customary laws are their primary source of laws laanek increasing relevance for areas of formal lafithe Mosques and
Dargahs of Barak Valley. This research paper winyldo emphasis the need of understanding custotaary prevailing
in the Mosques and Dargahs in Barak Valley and tdsdiscuss the different structures and approaohégosque and

Dargah related justice system along with the ragukgtice system.

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
e To study the customary practices attached to dhdrastration of the institutions.
* To study the customary rules and regulations ofrtetutions which influence in the community life
* To study the community development programmes lagh¢o the institutions.

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Assam has been a Centre of Sufis and Sanyasistifnemimmemorial. They left a vast legacy behindnthend
particularly their shrines (Dargahs) which werestadn built-in memory of these departed souls eitddhthe attention of
the scholars and historians. Consequently, in spitifficulties and the paucity of sources, a nembf works have been
published on the advent of Sufis and their actigitand the Mosques developed along with the Shrive®ng them
mention may be made of the work of S.L. Baruah’sCAmprehensive History of Assam, Malik Mohamed’'s The
Foundations of the Composite Culture in India, BEdiv&ait's A History of Assam, Mohd. Assad UzZamaSsfi
Tradition and Culture, Kamaluddin Ahmed’s Karimganjltihas, Achyut Charan Choudhary’s Sreehatterit,
Mohammed Yahya Tamizi’'s Sufi Movements in Eastemtid and so on., Barak Valley of Assam also witedss good
number of Sufis coming from distant parts of Indlith Sufis, many Mosque and Dargahs were set uptti literature
so far have been published is not sufficient tecaés in details on the theme. More historicalsfeantd valuable

information on the subject is still untouched.slout of the historical enquiry, the present sahbés undertaken the topic

* Bazlur Rahman Khan, Assam Muslim History: A Bi@itlines, This small piece of writing encompasseshn history
from beginning to colonial period and geographidaktorical realities that shaped Muslims destimthie page of history,
2012, P. 2.
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titted as “A Study on Mosques and Dargahs in Barakkey: The Myth and Reality with special referertoecustomary

laws.”
METHODOLOGY

The study is basically descriptive and explorat@yearch. To fulfill the objectives, a deliberageiew of the
literature has been conducted. In this study aitalymethod is followed and thereby visited arckiveecord rooms,
libraries and undertaken extensive fieldwork thtougeraction with personalities connected with shely. Subsequently,

both primary and secondary sources were explorddiaalyzed to complete the study.
GENESISOFTHEINSTITUTIONSOF MOSQUESANDDARGAHSIN BARA KVALLEY

Mosques in Barak Valley started in"ldentury A.D. when Hazrat Shah Jalal sent his ¥edis or companions to
the various places of this greater region for irealsiam. As a result, Islam spread out and edpdrduring his lifetime
to the interior places like present Badarpur asdsitrroundings. Hazrat Shah Diyauddin, accordinthéolocal sources,
reached to Bundashil and started religious pregchitis practices of Islam along with other four ganions were
miraculous and spiritual activities greatly atteatthe local people who were inspired and convedrdddlam under their
guidance. The light of Islam thus spread out in thmote region of Bundashil and its nearby areabs&quently, a
Mosque was constructed at Bundashil by Shah Diyiaugdmake room for the religious performance olvlyeconverted

Muslims of this region. So, Bundashil Mosque iséedd to be the first Mosque in Barak Valfey.

Gorekafan Jame Mosjid, located near Bundashil stabéished during the first half of the™dentury A.D. by
Hazrat Shah Sikandar, one of 360 renowned compamibflazrat Shah Jalal. Shah Sikandar was advigdushbspiritual
guide Hazrat Shah Jalal to propagate Islam andradiogdy, he settled in this remote region of thertiKarimganj sub-
division of Sylhet district of Bangladesh. The pasps to launch his mission of Islam Shah Sikandastcucted a Mosque
in Gorekafan village. Thereafter, a good numbeMafsque like Khadiman Jame Mosjid, Khadimpara JanesjM,
Hatkhala Jame Mosjid, Mosjid at Kaliganj, MosjidlldiJame Mosjid, Fakirtila Goivi Mosjid, Kachukhawukambari
Jame Mosjid, Hulashnagar Pacca Mosjid, SatghorieJ&tosjid, Ganshahmarchak Darus Salam Jame MospdaB8a
Jame Mosjid, Latu Jame Mosjid, Biskut Jame Mosdnakpur Puratan Pacca Mosjid, Cachari Mosjid, hifcBoro
Mosjid, Fatakbazar Jame Mosjid, Baskandi Madrassajisl, Ghoniwala Markaz Mosjid, Muhammadpur Jamesjidly
Lalabazar Town Mosjid, Hailakandi Puran Bazar Mispoalipar Bazar Mosjid, Barnagod Jame Mosjid, |&ka@indi

College Mosjid, Hailakandi Cachari Mosjid and martlgers came into existence in Barak Valfley.

Shah Badar Uddin Dargah at Badarpur Ghat is beliewée the first Dargah in Barak Valley that stdrafter the
death of Shah Badar, one of the disciples of Shit Mujarrad in 1% century A. D. Hazrat Shah Adam Khaki, one of the
most outstanding of 360 companions of Hazrat Staddl Mujarrad died in the last part of l4entury A.D. After his

death, he was put to the grave at Khadimbari neaaBur. People belonging to Khadimbari and itstmeareas began to

*Kamaluddin Ahmed, “Karimganijer Itihas”,Notun DigarRublisher, Silchar, 2013, P.49, Quoted in Mohathiehya
Tamizi, “Sufi Movements in Eastern India”, Delhildrah-i-Adabiyat-i-Delli, 2009, PP.86-87.

® Information collected from field visit, Quotediisid, PP.48-49, Quoted in Dr. Sahabuddin AhmedHiétorical Study
of the Art And Architecture in Barak Valley” Inteational Journal of Research in Social Sciences2ytssue-3,
Issn:2249-2496, 2012, P. 306.
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visit his grave and worship and ultimately the Cdrgf Shah Adam Kaki came into existence.

With the death of the 360 followers of Hazrat SHalal one by one a good number of Dargah and Mukims
Dargah of Shah Adam Khaki, Dargah of Shah SikanbBargah of Shah Diyauddin, Dargah of Abdul MalilkarBah of
Shah Natawan, Dargah of Sitalong Shah, Dargah ef&aShah, Dargah of Bakhar Shah, Dargah of Makledn SDargah
of Charki Shah, Dargah of Mir-ul-Arefin, DargahAlbdul Aziz Choudhury, Dargah of Shah Noor, Dargémbaar Ali

came into existence in Barak Valléy.
PRACTICESANDFAITHATTACHEDWITHTHEINSTITUTIONSOFMOSQU E AND DARGAH

Customs and faiths are deeply attached to thetiumieg and administration of the institutions obbtjues and
Dargahs. A Mosque is a nucleus around which feeofia Muslim rotates. It is customary that a Musshould organize
his daily life in harmony with the system of the 84mie. There is a faith among the people of Bardleyshat visiting
Dargahs and performing prayers in the name of Adl@mding before the graves of Sufi Saints fulfifieir hidden hopes
and aspirations and beings good luck to them. Elddless parents are found visiting Dargahs intitbpe of getting a
child® In some Mukams and Dargahs, it has become a custgrrform Urs and Mela every yeaPeople from all over
the Barak Valley gather on specified days and becarpart of Urs and Mela in the hope that theydamieag something
holy and in turn, they would gain the mercy of AllsCustomarily Muslim woman shows respect and hdowards

Mosques But their entrance inside the Mosque cargpu®hibited™
ADMINISTRATION OF THE INSTITUTIONSOF MOSQUES AND DA RGAHS

Administration and development have been the csseae of any religious institution. The administatiof
Mosque and Dargah is generally maintained by aigeat and other members. This practices in BardlkeYat existed
from the early days of Muslim presence. Theadnatsts are responsible for the practical admintistnaof the Mosque
and Dargah by maintaining accounts, preservingfahec of the Mosque and Dargah and its buildiraygianizing and
supervising the distribution of alms and food te tieedy and visitors and managing the variousioeiggfestival and its

development?

Every institution must have a Managing Committeeuto the institution smoothly. The Mosques and Bhmare
not an exception to this. The administrative frarndiof Mosques and Dargahs of Barak Valley is bamedustomary
principles. The administration runs by the invohamof the concerned committee on democratic sé&upry Mosques
and Dargahs has a managing committee to look afteaffairs of the institutions. The committee wrrhed by the
members under the jurisdiction of Mosques and D@day direct or indirect representation. The stiengries from
seven to twenty-one members according to the dtiesfgthe population of the concerned Mosques aady@hs. The

committee headed by a President and a Secretdoplhoafter all the required affairs for the devetmmt and smooth

" Ibid, PP. 48-55, Quoted in Md. Abdul Quddus, “Hez8hah Jalal”, Furquania Kutubhana, Badarpur-788R@rimganj,
Assam, 2004, PP. 93-110.

8Mohd. Assad Uz Zaman, “Sufi Tradition And CultufeStudy of Sufi Saints and Growth of Syncretic 8B in India
Medieval North East India”, Ph.D. thesis submittedhe Dept. of History, Assam University, Silch2006, P.144.

? Information collected from field visit.

%Observations from field visit.

“Malik Mohamed,“The Foundation of the Composite Grétin India”, Delhi, Aakar Books, 2016, PP.193-94.
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functioning of the administration. From the obseiom it is found that the tenure of the commitie@ormally three years.
After the expiry of the committee, a new commitieeeconstituted in a general meeting by the dipecticipation of the

members of the concerned Mosque and Dargah*area.

CUSTOMARILY THE AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE MOSQUES AND DARGAHS
COMMITTEE ARE AS UNDER

 To look after the day to day administration of Mosg and Dargahs and to provide effective and effici

services.

* To ensure that income from the property or by sewiof Mosques and Dargahs is properly collecteldagplied

to the objects of Mosques and Dargahs or for wiliehMosques and Dargahs is created or intended.
» To develop properties and improve the sourcesaafrire for the smooth functioning of Mosques and Bhasg
» To run Sabahi Maktab of every Mosques and DargaBarak Valley.

* To collect weekly or monthly subscription of morfegm every house of concerned jurisdiction of Mosgjand

Dargahs.
e To extend financial help for education and headthtfie economically weaker section of the society.

e To take up any other activities for Urs, Milad $okihanka (religious festivals), cultural, socialdato awareness

of communal harmony among ts.
Membership

According to the customs and traditions prevailinghe Mosques and Dargahs any Muslim from withia t
jurisdiction the Mosques and Dargahs, who perfoNamaj five times a day in congregation in Mosqueligible for
membership of the committee. According to the omsty law, one, who is renowned, educated, adult sowally
acceptable, is eligible to be a member of the Mescqcommittee/ Dargahs committee. According tactistomary law, no

woman can be a member of the Mosque committee/dbargmmittee?
Subscription

According to the customary law, the Mosques andyBlas receive donation either in the form of cashaterial,

if any-one pays willingly. Bucannot force anyone dnation*®
Collection of Fund

According to customary law, the Mosques and Dardahd mostly came from collections in donation tvaxich
is placed outside the main door of Mosques and &rexgthe donation forms a part of the income toMiosques and

Dargahs. The box collection made by the locals\asitbrs is spent for the conduct of various religs festivals, the Urs

12 \nformation collected from field visit.
13 1h;

Ibid.
¥ bid.
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and its development. Besides, the donation from ahgr Govt./non —Govt. agencies for the fund & KMosques and
Dargahs?

Control of Fund

According to customary law, the fund thus collectedy will be deposited in a near-by Bank. The Riest

/Gen. Secretary will handle the operation of thel&mint) account of Mosques and Dargahs.
Accounts

According to customary law, the Cashier shall neamall the accounts in accordance with provisifrasme by
the managing committee of Mosques and Dargahscasieier shall ensure that all income should be siggabin the said

bank account on the same day or positively on éx¢ working day*®
Audits

According to customary law, a qualified auditorlviié appointed by the Executive Committee for antef one
year and audit the accounts of Mosques and Dargdhgast once in a year and the annual audit regfothe said

institutions will be submitted to the executive auitiee after approval by General Meetifig.
According To Customary Law, Procedure for Conductirg Meeting

The President of the Mosques Dargahs shall alwessige over every annual general body meeting padial
general body meeting. In his absence, Vice Presidleall preside. In the absence of both nominethefpresident or

senior most member of the Mosques and Dargahs dbeenshall preside over the meeting.

All decisions at the general meeting/ special ganereeting shall be taken by a simple majority offeg of the
members present. Each member shall have one viiéepiEsident of the said institutions, if he isspote over the meeting
or the person in a chair at the meeting shall ltagting vote which he may exercise in case of égual votes except in

election matters.

The proceedings of every meeting shall be recondéde minute’s book together with the resolutigassed on
each subject. The minute’s book shall be signethbypresident and secretary of the said institstidine resolutions of
the previous meeting shall be placed in the nextimg for its conformation. The copy of the minutdthe meeting shall

be sent to all members of the concerned Mosque®arghhs committee within seven days of the meeting

The Secretary of the said institutions, in considtawith the president of the same institution®orthe direction
of the president, shall prepare a notice contaitiregday, date, time and place of such meetingthegevith agenda for
the meeting and notes on the items of agenda éomieting. The notice shall be published on theadtoard of the said

institutions?°

Bibid.
18 | bid.
"Reported by local people at the time of field isi
18 | bid.
9 bid.

| NAAS Rating: 3.10- Articles can be sent ¢dlitor@impactjournals.us




A Study on Mosques and Dargahs in Barak Valley: The/tl and Reality 7
With Special Reference to Customary Laws

QUORUM OF THE GENERAL MEETING

According to customary law, in the present of 2embers present shall form a quorum of the general

meeting®
Customarily Selection / Election Procedure of the gecutive Committee

The executive committee of said institutions wil formed in an annual general meeting, eligible bens are

entitled to participate and vote to elect/ seleetmhers for the institutiorfs.
According to Customary Law, Short Description of tte Executive Body
The executive committee shall form with the follogyioffice bearer:

*  One President.

e One Secretary.

* One Asstt. Secretary.

* One Casher.

*  One Auditor.

«  Four/ uneven of an executive member.

According To Customary Law, a Member of the Mosquesand Dargahs Committee Shall Be Cease to the

Membership By
» Reasons for death, resignation, removal.
» A conviction resulting in any penalty.
« A member consecutively absence three meetings witralid reason$!
According To Customary Law, Duties of the Imam andKhadim of Mosques and Dargahs

The Mosques and Dargahs administration needs sensers to fulfill the work of day to day events dgeom
the committee members. The Imam, who leads pray@dasques, he is a respectable person having eglgtamic
educational qualification along with good characaad habits. He selected and appointed by the coedeMosque
committee. Khadim is also a salaried person oMbsques and Dargahs. He plays an important roleraying Azan for

namaz five times a day and keeps Mosques and Bsuyad its environment neat and clean. He alseasliweekly /

201 i
Ibid.
2L Information collected from Secretary of the Hailakli Cachari Mosjid, Mr. Akram Rasul Laskar, Quotexn Hazi
Abdul Khalique, and President of the HulasnagaccBa&dosjid respectively.
221 1hi
Ibid.
2 |bid.
4 Information gathered from Hazi Altaf Hussain, Gaslof the Silchar Boro Mosjid.
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monthly subscription from the of the concerned Masgnd Dargah aréa.
Influences of the Customary Practices of These Ingitions on the Religious and Social Life of the Cmmunity

The foremost role of the mosque is to motivate gederate the spiritual reality and power of Ima&he
atmosphere prevailing in the Islamic places of Wigrencourages worship and prayer and the basatifumof prayer is
to prevent a person from evil and shameful acterfdance to the mosque five times a day isnatiamareligious symbol
of the Muslims and all those whose hearts are eotlgtlinked with the mosque and who frequent gularly actually
make themselves entitled to be overshadowed bgntreies of Allah. Another distinguishing featureaofiosque is that it
is an ideal place for peace of mind and tranquditheart. Today the world is trying everything gibée to acquire peace
of mind, fortunes are spent, yet the peace of nambt achieved. The Quran says: ‘peace of miratéaired through the
remembrance of Allah’. Salaah is a specific andleadbrm of remembrance of Allah. Hence Salaah peré in a

mosque is among the best form of achieving peaddranquility?

In a Hadith, Prophet Muhammad (s) has referredh¢onhosque as the ‘Rayaad-ul-Jannat’ (the garddaruiat)
and in another Hadith, it is stated that ‘the nuestpised thing in the sight of Allah is a marketcel and the most beloved

place is a mosqué’.

According to the customary law, the mosque hasadrtbe most prominent roles to play in the soif@lbf the
community. In short, all matters of the communfigrsonal or social are discussed here and impattisions are made

pertaining to these affairs.

Dargah worship or the belief in the saint and tloeship of their Dargahs by the Muslims of Indianat however
peculiar to Indian Islam. In fact, these all caraggély readymade to India, through those who intced the religious
orders into the country from Afganistan, Persial ilaq. The people of Barak Valley believed that thiraculous powers
of the saints can help and solve almost the whategory of human needs. Therefore, the Dargahbeing visited by
litigants seeking victory in law cases, by fathdtonseeks healing for his sick children, by the farsnfor agricultural
developments, by the women who desires a childhbymerchants who desire prosperity in businesshé&hunters who
wants a lucky day, by the gambler even by the #sdor safe atmosphere, by the students to dorhettee examination,

by the beloved for the fulfillment of their love&so or?®

Imran Mahmud, Shahriar Rawshon, Md. Jahidur RahttRole of Mosque for Human Resource Development/Q
STUDIES, ISSN 1813-7733, Vol-9, 2011, PP. 287-88.

% “The Musjid Its Role And Etiquette”, Published laralsha’at-E-Diniyat (P) Ltd, 168/2, Jha Housezkat
Nizamuddin, New Delhi, India,1997, PP. 3-5.

%" |bid, P. 5, Quoted in Hazrat Maulana Muhammad Yi6#andhlawi, “Muntahab Ahadith”, New Delhi, Saeed
International, 2011, P. 240.

Mohd. Assad Uz Zaman, op. cit., PP. 143-44, Quistédarendra Krishna Sinha (ed!)The History of Bengal (1757-

1905)", Calcutta, Calcutta University Press, 1998, 575-76.
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CONCLUSION

The study reveals that the customary law formshifigis of the administration and functioning of Mesques

and Dargahs of Barak Valley. It can be concluded tine Mosques and Dargahs of Barak Valley ardeeinerely places

of worship nor symbols of Islam but they also pdasnulti-purpose role in the Muslim community. Thest as monitoring

agents for the cultural, social and spiritual pesgrof the people. They have all-encompassing amighcous relationship

with day —to- day activities of the Muslims.
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